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As Principal of Screen and Film School Birmingham, 
I’m hugely excited to be at the helm of our newest UK 
college, located at the heart of this vibrant, creative and 
artistic city. We will give you an experience of the real 
industry as it exists today – it’s our mission to create 
a microcosm of the screen and film business within 
the walls of the college. If you’re a writer or director, 
you’ll find the best practitioners to collaborate with; 
if you’re a Director of Photography, sound recordist 
or editor, you’ll find the best writers and directors to 
collaborate with. If you’re a producer, you’ll have access 
to the best emerging talent the city has to offer. Screen 
and Film School is a hotbed of new film makers and 
being a student here means that you’ll be part of that 
community, making an endless number of 
vital connections. 

 The day you walk into Screen and Film School as 
a freshly enrolled student is the first day of your 
career. You’ll be taught by film professionals who 
bring real, up-to-date experience directly into the 
classroom, and the curriculum they’re teaching is 
current and relevant because it constantly evolves 
with the latest developments in the business. You’ll 
attend Masterclasses and industry events, giving you 
unparalleled access to an array of notable film making 
movers and shakers, such as Jason Wingard, Stephen 
Garrett, Adil Ray, and our Visiting Executive Producer 
Roger Shannon. 

Dear Applicant
——

Hannah Stevenson
College Principal 
Screen and Film School Birmingham

Furthermore, there will also be the opportunity to 
collaborate with your peers from different creative 
disciplines under the BIMM academic umbrella. 
Performers College students are training in theatre 
(actors on tap for your films) and the music students 
from BIMM will not only require music promos, but 
also have the skills to compose soundtracks for film. 
These are connections and collaborations that will last 
a lifetime. 

 If it’s a creative, successful and sustainable career in the 
screen and film industry you’re looking for, then there 
really is no better place to be. We can’t wait to welcome 
you to our family. 
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Values

About Screen and 
Film School
——
Screen and Film School proudly celebrated its 15th 
anniversary in 2021. Over those 15 years, we have 
turned hundreds of passionate filmmakers into 
industry professionals. As we move into our 16th year, 
we invite you to get creative, be inspired and become 
film industry-ready in a dedicated community where 
film is king. We have two brand new schools – located 
in the heartland of the country, Birmingham and 
Manchester – to complement our flagship southern 
campus in Brighton. The new coupled with the well-
established makes us a mighty force in the UK film 
world as we head into a new academic year.  

The British film and television industry is booming: 
film is worth over £10bn a year and in 2020 Netflix 
announced they were going to double their UK 
production spend to over £700 million. That is a huge 
increase on 2019, when along with Amazon Prime, they 
spent a total of £337 million on UK-based TV shows. 
There’s never been a better time to seize the growing 
career opportunities out there, and Screen and Film 
School, with 3 sites located in 3 of the most creative UK 
cities, puts it all at your fingertips.  

We’ve helped to kick-start the careers of students into 
the world of feature films, Netflix television series, 
documentaries, music videos, adverts, corporate work 
and promo videos. Not to mention other diverse areas 
such as screenwriting, directing, producing, camera, 
sound, editing, lighting, location management and 
many more. 

Our expert lecturers are all professionals in the 
industry and masters of their craft. They offer a wealth 
of experience, coupled with a grasp of the most current 
trends and techniques straight to the classroom and 
corridors of our three schools.   

In addition to this, our industry lecturers will share their 
knowledge and experience with you at Screen and Film 
School. They are all active players in their fields and 
boast credits with the world’s biggest film makers and 
broadcasters. They have the passion and fundamental 
knowledge to drive your career forward, straight into 
our industry.  

Your career in the screen and film industry awaits 
in Birmingham. 

Screen and Film School Birmingham Prospectus 2022/23 6 Screen and Film School Birmingham Prospectus 2022/23 7



We live and breathe everything film and television, 
and we hope you will too. From the moment your 
course begins we want to share that ethos with 
you: you’ll learn how to conduct yourself in the 
professional screen and film environment and gain 
the skills required to put yourself at the forefront of 
the talent pool. Our dedicated Industry and Careers 
teams arrange work placements, with access to an 
unprecedented range of industry partners, to help you 
prepare for a successful and sustainable career. 

Life at Screen and 
Film School
——
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Industry
——

Masterclasses
We have some of the film industry’s most prolific 
names at our fingertips. We also have the connections 
to get them in front of you at our legendary and 
exclusive Masterclasses. You will have access to 
all virtual Masterclasses we hold, as well as some 
exclusive invites to in-person events too. 
  
Prestigious cinematographers, editors, producers, 
screenwriters, directors and many more filmmaking 
professionals give our students expert advice and 
crucial insights that you won’t find anywhere else.  
You’ll experience live demonstrations, Q&A sessions 
and even exclusive screenings from global industry 
icons, current blockbuster films and TV dramas and 
the names who have made it big. 

To whet the appetite here are some previous headline 
guests: (Scott Mann – Director), Will Pugh (DOP), 
Stephen Garrett (Producer/Exec Producer) and Sarah 
Eglin (Exec Producer) to name just a handful.

Industry Partners
At Screen and Film School Birmingham, we’re dedicated 
to giving you the skills, experience, contacts and 
confidence to let you thrive in the British film industry. 
We have unique access to film, TV and digital marketing 
companies throughout our local area. 
 
We’re proud to have partnered with the following selected 
companies, from a growing list of industry partners:

• Optomen - optomen.com/ 
   - television production company 
• North One - northone.tv/
   - factual entertainment television 
• Early Day Films - earlydayfilms.com/
   - production company
• Birmingham Film Festival - birminghamfilmfestival.co.uk /
   - Diverse Film Festival
• Daniel Alexander Films - danielalexanderfilms.com/ 
   - Director/ Filmmaker 
• Birmingham Film Studio - birminghamfilmstudio.com/ 
   - film and photography studio space
• Media Dog Productions - media-dog.com/ 
   - High end kit hire firm
• Wingarm - wingarm.uk/ 
   - Independent film company 
• Sound Bites Studios - soundbitesstudios.com/ 
   - global network of creatives 
• Zebra Digital - zebradigital.co.uk/
   -
• Wellington Films- wellingtonfilms.co.uk/
   -
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Collaboration
——

Screen and Film School Birmingham is privileged to 
work in partnership with a host of highly influential 
education providers. Our partners enable us to 
offer courses which provide students with excellent 
collaborative opportunities.    

BIMM Institute
Screen and Film School Birmingham work closely 
with BIMM Institute - Europe’s largest music 
education provider - which has huge advantages 
for both institutions: BIMM have colleges located in 
Birmingham, Brighton and Manchester, meaning that 
students can work with their peers and gain access 
to a range of musicians and bands for projects. This 
provides endless opportunities for collaboration, 
especially in the production of music videos. If you 
progress into one of our higher education courses, 
Screen and Film School’s undergraduate courses are 
awarded by BIMM Institute. 

Performers College   
In Birmingham, and hot on the tails of our own 
Screen and Film School facility in the heart of the 
country, Performers College opened a brand-new 
campus in 2021. Performers College, who also have 
a campus in Essex, is an independent education 
facility for the Performing Arts; the Birmingham 
campus specialises in Musical Theatre and Dance. 
This exciting expansion dovetails perfectly with our 
own voyage into the midlands and provides a similar 
collaborative experience for students that has been 
embraced so successfully with ICTheatre in Brighton 
and Manchester. 

Work on undergraduate shoots
A USP for all of our Diploma students is that they will 
have the chance to work as production assistants, 
runners and many other roles on student shoots. 
Undergraduates and graduates of Screen and Film 
School Birmingham film regularly on location as well as 
in-house, and the opportunity to assist them in doing 
this and to learn vital lessons about all things film 
production will exist from the get-go.

Screen and Film School Birmingham Prospectus 2022/23 12 Screen and Film School Birmingham Prospectus 2022/23 13



Student Success
——

Here is a selection from a long list of success stories from Screen and 
Films School Brighton, our flagship college. We look forward to sharing 
similar stories from Birmingham in the coming years.
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René Lorraine
René is a director whose 
documentary short One Piece Of 
the Puzzle has been longlisted for 
eight film festivals.

Whilst studying at Screen and Film 
School, René chose to pursue an 
interest in Directing. In her second 
year, she produced a documentary 
short called One Piece Of the 
Puzzle, a film which has since been 
longlisted for eight film festivals. 
Alongside being a Director, 
René is a student mentor and 
ambassador at Screen and Film 
School Brighton.

Luke Perrett
Luke is an Audio and Dialogue 
Editor, who graduated from Screen 
and Film School Brighton in 2019.
As soon as he graduated from 
Screen and Film School Brighton, 
Luke was offered work experience 
at one of our industry partners - a 
video games company in Brighton 
called Electric Square. Whilst there, 
he shadowed the Lead Sound 
Designers there and was taught 
how to use FMOD which is the 
software they use to implement 
sound into games.

Through this work experience, Luke 
was connected to the Head of Post 
Production Sound at Pinewood/
Shepperton Studios. 

Phillip Brown
Since graduating from Screen 
and Film School in 2020, Phillip 
has been working at Back2Back 
Productions in Brighton - one of 
the Film School’s industry partners. 
His responsibilities there consist 
of edit assisting as well as running 
the camera kit room in their post-
production facility. He’s received 
credits on various TV shows which 
are all due for release within 2021.

Phillip also launched his own online 
platform New Latency, which can 
be found on YouTube. While it’s 
currently in its infancy, the goal is 
to collate a resource that aids low 
budget filmmakers in bringing their 
projects from script to screen.

Beth Bayes
Beth started working in TV as soon 
as she graduated from Screen and 
Film School Brighton in 2018. Now, 
she is a Production Secretary on 
Channel 4s smash hit series, The 
Great British Bake Off.
Beth’s first position was as a 
Trainee Floor Runner for BBC 
Studios and then as an Office 
Runner at local production 
company, Ricochet - one of 
Screen and Film School Brighton’s 
Industry Partners.

Beth soon progressed to a 
Production Runner position at the 
BBC before moving onto Channel 
4’s ‘The Great British Bake Off’ and 
its spin-off shows. 

Jordan Kai Wright
Jordan graduated in 2019 and is 
currently working as a freelance 
Gaffer and Camera Operator.
His work ranges from branded 
content to music videos and 
narrative short films. He also 
works with fellow Screen and Film 
School graduates within their own 
independent production company.

Tiara Westlake
Tiara is a Freelance Shooting-
Producer, originally from Indonesia, 
who graduated from Screen and 
Film School Brighton in 2020.

Since graduating from the film 
school, Tiara has worked on social 
media campaigns for Panasonic 
UK, VistaPrint and Brighton based 
ethical fashion labels Ilk+Ernie and 
Carella Creation.

This year, Tiara’s graduation film, 
Maya, will be screened at an online 
event hosted by BAFTA-nominated 
production company, Frank & Lively.



Meet our lecturers
——

Neil Hillman
Filmmaking Lecturer
Neil Hillman is a freelance production sound recordist 
for drama, documentary and world class outside 
broadcast events such as the Olympics. As well as 
recording quality sound on location, Neil also works 
as the Supervising Sound Editor in post production 
sound, responsible for mixing and delivering the 
overall soundtrack of the feature film or drama. 

“When the sound is bad you notice the sound, when 
the sound is good you notice the pictures...”

Neil is the author of numerous academic papers and 
two books related to sound: his latest, “Sound for 
Moving Pictures”, was released in April 2021.

Deborah Aston
Filmmaking Lecturer
Deborah started out as a broadcast technician, 
gaining hands on experience of physical production as 
crew before moving into Production. 

She is an experienced Line Producer having worked 
on domestic and international bonded theatrically 
released feature films, Deborah is dedicated to 
encouraging more scripted content to the Midlands 
having shot two of Steve McQueen’s Small Axe 
anthology films and Benediction, a Terence Davies 
film on location in and around Wolverhampton.

Daniel Alexander
Filmmaking Lecturer
Daniel Alexander is an award-winning director and 
filmmaker based in Birmingham.

He currently produces and directs work for platforms 
and agencies including the BBC Academy and the BFI 
including the official Commonwealth Games Handover 
for the BBC, which was streamed live from Australia 
and reached an audience of over 1.5 billion.

In addition to his career as a professional creative, 
Daniel is committed to social engagement and artist 
development, and regularly delivers community 
workshops for emerging artists, “hard-to- reach” and 
excluded young people from a variety of backgrounds.

Ajay Bhadresa
Filmmaking Lecturer
Ajay Bhadresa is an editor for film and television with 
over 10 years industry experience.

His feature credits include Final Score starring 
Pierce Brosnan and Dave Bautista. He has a vast 
amount of television experience with credits for all 
UK broadcasters: BBC, Channel 4, Channel 5, ITV and 
Discovery. Among many others his television credits 
include Your Room or Mine, The Gadget Show, Fifth 
Gear, Storage Hunters and Songs of Praise.

Meet some of the Screen and Film School 
Birmingham lecturers.
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Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Filmmaking 
——

Course Overview
The Screen and Film School Extended Diploma in 
Filmmaking is a two-year course designed specifically 
for the training of all stages of practical filmmaking 
enabling you to enter higher education and the wider 
industry. This highly practical vocational program will 
develop your technical, creative and production skills, 
exploring and improving the techniques required in a 
contemporary professional environment. 
 
During your two years of study on the new Screen and 
Film School filmmaking course you will be introduced 
to the fundamental principles of filmmaking. The first 
year of the course provides you with basic tools in 
camera, lighting, sound and editing to develop and 
realise a range of projects over a variety of disciplines 
and genres. You will work both theoretically and 
practically in each area to gain a fundamental 
understanding of the different roles.  
 
In year 2 we develop and deepen your training to 
examine more complex ideas and undertake more 
complicated and ambitious projects working in 
collaboration with other students as well as outside 
clients and partners. 
 
Over the two years of practical and theoretical study, 
you will gain a fundamental understanding of the 
way the film and screen industry operates and will be 
guided by specialist tutors and prominent industry 
professionals to help steer you towards future study 
or career goals. You will also benefit from workshops 
and Masterclasses with industry practitioners and the 
opportunity to take up work experience placements.  
 
UK students and EU students holding settled or 
pre-settled status, aged 16-18, are eligible for funding 
(subject to meeting ESFA conditions of funding). 
 
Students on the Screen and Film School Level 3 
Extended Diploma in Filmmaking will receive a 
minimum of 16.5 contact hours. 

Course Classes
Year 1

All students take the following classes in their first year 
of study: 

• Pre-Production Skills + Project Development 
• Production Skills 
• Post-Production Skills  

Progression Route
Successful completion of the course will gain you 
a nationally recognised RSL level 3 qualification, 
providing you with a firm steppingstone into Higher 
Education. The course is designed to develop 
both the academic and creative qualities found in 
all creative professionals, exposing you to many 
opportunities to build upon your existing knowledge 
and skill and shaping you into a high-level practitioner 
that controls their own career path.  

Entry Requirements
3 GCSEs inc. English & Maths, or 2 GCSEs inc. English 
or Maths on the condition that the other is retaken 
during the duration of the course.  

Year 2

All students take the following classes in their second 
year of study: 

• Film Studies 
• Pre-Production Skills + Project Development 
• Production Skills 
• Post-Production Skills 

2 years full-time
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A Screen and Film City
——

Birmingham’s film scene is on the rise. Interest in the 
city has grown exponentially, attracting Hollywood 
Directors such as Steven Spielberg and his production 
of Ready Player One.  

As well as that, films including Kingsman: The Golden 
Circle, Jawbone, and The Girl with all the Gifts, were 
all filmed here, as were iconic television classics such 
as Peaky Blinders, Spooks, The Game, Dalziel and 
Pascoe and Line of Duty. It’s no wonder then that 
Peaky Blinders creator, Steven Knight, is working on 
opening a new film studio here, which will hopefully 
create huge industry opportunities for the area.   

It is the rich and dynamic variety of architecture and 
landscape which makes Birmingham a director’s 
dream. From the ancient to the modern, the city has 
everything needed to provide directors, designers, 
and producers with the perfect canvas on which to 
paint their stories.   

With a multitude of studios, production houses and 
agencies around the city, Birmingham offers the right 
resource to those in the film and screen industry; 
events such as the Birmingham Film Festival and 
Flatpack Film Festival provide huge advantages to 
students wishing to make contact with 
industry professionals. 
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Student Well-being
——

We want to make your time at Screen and Film School 
Birmingham as easy and comfortable as possible, 
so we have educational and pastoral support teams 
dedicated to helping you get the most out of your 
study experience.    

Screen and Film School Birmingham is dedicated 
to monitoring the welfare of all our students, in 
particular those who are under the age of 18. We have 
a strong Safeguarding and PREVENT policy and are 
committed to ensuring that parents/guardians are 
kept informed of all important information throughout 
the course, including attendance concerns and 
academic feedback.    

We also hold a Parents’ Information Evening in Term 
1, where we will provide further information about 
the course and progression routes (including UCAS 
applications) and an additional Parents’ Evening 
in Term 2 where parents can discuss their child’s 
progress on the course with lecturers and the Student 
Support team.    

Our Support Team is committed to ensuring students 
get the most out of their time with us. We help our 
students to identify and overcome any barriers that 
might prohibit their participation, progression and 
stop them from achieving their potential. For students 
with a recognised disability that may impact upon 
their learning, we can provide information on DSA 
applications and make reasonable adjustments 
where necessary.    

For students with a physical or mental health 
condition, or learning difficulty that may impact their 
studies, we can provide information and assistance 
and we can discuss any reasonable adjustments 
where necessary by way of a personalised 
support plan.  
  
We can offer academic support through 1:1 sessions, 
with experienced staff offering help in areas such 
as essay structure, time management, research and 
referencing tips, proof-reading and more. 
   

We also offer 1:1 pastoral support for students 
experiencing difficulties with mental health, or social, 
personal, housing and financial issues; providing 
support and guidance to help them cope during 
difficult times. We can connect students with other 
local organisations and resources, and we also offer 
a free counselling service in a non-judgemental, 
confidential and safe space to explore and experience 
behaviours and feelings. Our experienced in-house 
counsellor can help with many difficulties, such as 
anxiety and depression, suicidal thoughts, low self-
compassion, bereavement, relationship difficulties, 
LGBTQ+ issues, substance misuse and addiction, and 
many more.   

If you have any questions about the support available, 
you can email us at:
supportbirmingham@screenfilmschool.ac.uk  
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How to Apply
——
1. Applying
You will need to complete an application form, for all 
Further Education courses at Screen and Film School, 
which can be found on our website. 

You can also contact our Admissions Team in the 
following ways:
Tel (UK): 01273 602 070 
Tel (Int): +44 1273 602 070 
Email: admissions@screenfilmschool.ac.uk 
Web: screenfilmschool.ac.uk  

A member of the team will be happy to help and can 
send you an application form.  

2. Interviews
Once we’ve received your application form, we’ll 
contact you to invite you to attend an interview. On 
the day of your interview, we will then either make you 
an offer of a place or suggest how you can develop 
your skills further to meet the required standard. 
Please try not to leave your application to the last 
minute as courses do fill up very quickly and we’d 
hate for you to be disappointed.

Further information
Our Admissions Team is available to help with any 
queries you may have about applying to Screen and 
Film School. Please don’t hesitate to contact us by 
calling 01273 602070 or emailing 
admissions@screenfilmschool.ac.uk.  

Experience Screen and School for yourself by 
attending one of our Open Days. We run Open Days so 
that you can see exactly how we do things. There’s no 
better way to see what your life with us could look like. 
Most importantly, you can decide whether we’re the 
right fit for you.  

Throughout the year we hold regular Open Days, so 
you can see for yourself what life as a Screen and Film 
School student is really like. 

At an Open Day you can: 
• Visit the first-class filmmaking facilities at our 
  multiple campuses 
• Find out more about our further education courses 
• Get involved in hands-on filmmaking 
• Meet our industry lecturers 
• Meet current students to find out what it’s like to be 
  a Screen and Film School student 
• See examples of student and graduate work 
• Get student support information and guidance 
 
To book your place on one of our Open Days, please 
visit screenfilmschool.ac.uk/open-days and complete 
our online booking form. We’ll then be in touch to 
confirm your place. 

Open Days
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Transport
——
Screen and Film School Birmingham is well connected 
to the rest of the city via public transport. 

Bus
For our campus, the closest bus stop is Moor Street 
Queensway (Stop MS9) which is a short 12 minute 
walk from the city centre.  

Train
For those living outside the centre or close to another 
train station, Screen and Film School Birmingham is 
easily accessible from all Birmingham stations. The 
closest are Birmingham Moor Street and Birmingham 
New Street. There are frequent trains running to and 
from both stations. For more information on times and 
prices check out this link: www.westmidlandsrailway.
co.uk/travel-information/timetables 

Bike
Birmingham is incredibly cycle-friendly, with 
accessible cycle lanes and bike storage all 
over the city. If you live a short distance from the 
College, it might be the most cost-effective way to 
travel. Find out more about cycling in Birmingham 
here: www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50122/cycling_in_
birmingham/1322/where_can_i_cycle 

Electric Bikes  
E-Scooters offer the potential for convenient, fun, 
clean and affordable travel in the city of Birmingham. 
They are designed to be used on public roads within 
an allocated operational zone, often using the same 
road space as cyclists. You may have noticed some of 
Voi’s bright, coral-coloured scooters dotted around 
Brum, these are available on a short-term (by the 
minute) rental basis via a mobile app and can be used 
by any member of the public. For more information 
check out www.voiscooters.com/ride-safely-in-
birmingham/ 
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Contact 
Information
——

To apply to Screen and Film School 
or ask us a question, please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch.

Screen and Film School

48a Old Steine
Brighton
East Sussex
BN1 1NH

Tel (UK):   01273 602 070
Tel (Int):   +44 1273 602 070
Email: admissions@screenfilmschool.ac.uk
Web: screenfilmschool.ac.uk

Your Birmingham location:  
Screen and Film School Birmingham 
Rea Studios 
Floodgate Street 
Deritend 
Birmingham 
B5 5SS

screenfilmschool

@screenfilmsch

screenfilmschool

@screenfilmsch

http://www.brictt.co.uk
http://www.brictt.co.uk



